History of the RRCA Hall of Fame Committee
Compiled by Jim Oaks in January, 2006, edited in March 2008.

Note: Much of the following information was passed on through past HOF Committee chairmen, but Don Kardong, when chairman of the committee for two years from 1994 to 1995 did most of the work on organizing files and compiling information on past HOF inductees. Both Tom Osler, who was at the organizational meeting of the RRCA, and Gar Williams, one of the early RRCA Presidents, provided information for this history.
In 1958 most areas of the country had no road racing program. New England was the only exception, with races spawned by the Boston Marathon. New York and Philadelphia had a few road races, but for most of the year there was no competition available. Browning Ross started the RRC, based on the British model, in Philadelphia in late 1957 with the goal of promoting a local road race almost every week. A few months later, the National RRCA was formed (February,1958) by a small group of runners headed by Ross at the Paramount Hotel in New York City. Included in this group were Ted Corbitt, Joe Kleinerman, Tom Osler and a few others. Their purpose was to gradually extend the availability of competitive road racing throughout the year, and in all parts of the country. The notion of running for recreation and fitness had not caught on at the time, and was not to emerge until the late 1960's.

At a meeting of the Eastern RRCA Region in Atlantic City, in October, 1970, National RRCA President Ed O’Connell asked Arne Richards to chair a committee to select the first set of nominees for the RRCA Distance Hall of Fame to be voted on at the next Annual Meeting. In April, 1971, a t the 14th Annual meeting in Boston, the first set of HOF members was elected. It is not clear how Richards made his first selections.

The first class was Bob Campbell, Clarence DeMar, Leonard “Buddy” Edelen, John J. Kelley and Browning Ross. Campbell, of West Roxbury, MA, was selected primarily based on his work in the RRCA and as a coach of some of the top Eastern long distance runners, including 1956 Olympian Dean Thackwray. The other four were well known former Olympians. In addition, Ross had been the founder of the RRCA.

After this 1971 meeting, Campbell was appointed chairman of the HOF Committee with Arne Richards and John Brennand as members. As of the 1973-74 year, Joe Kleinerman had joined the latter three as a member.  Shortly thereafter (summer of 1974), the committee was expanded to five members with the addition of Lou Gregory, and this committee makeup continued at least through the summer of 1975.

By the spring of 1977, Bob Campbell and John Brennand had left the committee; Arne Richards had become chairman, and the two resignations had been filled by Ray Gordon and Alvin Guttag.  Footnotes of summer 1978 (the next issue of Footnotes that lists committee members) lists the same five just mentioned but also has Les Kinion, Stuart Levy, Jim Ferstle, Charlotte Lettis, Dave Theall, Bill Rodgers, Steve Gould, Horst Endress, Mary Belling, Bob Maurer, and Marc Wolfson ( ed. Note: Jeff Darman was president at this time. I do not know why there was such a radical expansion that year). 


One year later (Footnotes of summer 1979) the committee was Ray Gordon (chair), Lou Gregory, Alvin Guttag, Joe Kleinerman, Les Kinion, Stuart Levy and Marc Wolfson (7 members--hence a big reduction in members from previous year).

The Footnotes listings in the Fall of 1982 shows Ray Gordon (chair), Lou Gregory, Alvin Guttag, Joe Kleinerman, Les Kinion, Stuart Levy, Marc Wolfson, Joe Henderson, Kenan Kern, and Henley Roughton Gabeau.

I (Jim Oaks) was added to the committee in 1983 by appointment of Harold Tinsley when he became RRCA President in that year. At that time the other members of the committee were Gordon (chairman), Gregory, Guttag, Kleinerman, Kirilon , Henderson, Levy and Diane Zellner 

Gordon continued as chairman through 1985. During Harold Tinsley’s term as President of RRCA (1983-1986), he asked Gar Williams, a past RRCA president and member of the HOF, to serve as HOF Chairman.

When Williams became chairman of the committee in 1985, the other members were Gordon (VA), Guttag (MD), Joe Henderson (OR), Hal Higdon (IN), Jim Oaks (AL), Browning Ross (NJ) and Diane Zellner (FL). Ray Gordon continued to vote one more 

year, but Gregory, Kleinerman, Kirilon and Levy were no longer serving.

In 1987, Williams expanded the committee to 10 with the additions of Ron Daws, Tom Osler, Steve Shostrom and Amby Burfoot. Ray Gordon had resigned from the committee by 1987.

By 1988, there were 15 voting members. New members added that year were Larry Gang, Jacqueline Hansen, Doris Brown Heritage, Francie Larrieu Smith and Ken Young, with Hal Higdon dropping off.  

After the RRCA Annual meeting in Colorado Springs, CO, in 1990, Williams asked Jim Oaks, who was a member of the committee, to serve as chairman. Williams remained a voting member through 1992 and was replaced by John Parker. Ron Daws died in 1992 and by 1993, Larry Gang had resigned. The 13 committee members in 1993 were Burfoot, Guttag, Hansen, Henderson, Heritage, Oaks, Osler, Parker, Ross, Shostrom, Larrieu-Smith, Young and Zellner.

Oaks remained as chairman until 1994 when Don Kardong agreed to join the committee and serve as chairman. Kardong held that position for three years until elected RRCA President at the 1995 Annual meeting. Oaks resumed the chair in 1997 with Kardong remaining as a voting member of the committee. Oaks has remained as chairman since 1997.

In 1998, Browning Ross died, and by then Zellner and Larrieu-Smith had resigned. Lisa Rainsberger was added to the committee in 2000 giving the present (2008) 12-member makeup of Burfoot (1987), Guttag (1977), Hansen (1987), Henderson (1982), Heritage (1987), Kardong (1994), Oaks (1983), Osler (1987), Parker (1992), Rainsberger (2000), Shostrom (1987) and Young (1987).

